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A. Age

Persons who reach their fifth birthday on or before September thirtieth of each 
school year and who have not reached their twentieth birthday on or before August 
first of the school year may be admitted to school. 

 
A birth certificate or temporary evidence of birth date shall be required for each 
person seeking enrollment in the school for the first time.  This temporary evidence 
may consist of a properly executed hospital certificate, baptismal record, Bible 
entries, affidavits or other evidence bearing on the date of birth.  When such 
temporary evidence is given it shall be understood that a proper birth certificate shall 
be produced within a reasonable time. 

 
B. Residents
 

Persons of school age must satisfy residency requirements as established in State 
law and school board policy. 

 
C. Physical Examination 
 
 1. Generally  
 

Persons desiring admission for the first time to kindergarten or elementary 
school must present evidence of having had a comprehensive physical 
examination performed no earlier than twelve months prior to the date of 
enrollment. 

 
2. Exemption 

 
Such physical examination shall not be required of any person whose parent or 
guardian shall object on religious grounds and who shows no visual evidence 
of sickness.  The parent or guardian shall state in writing that, to the best of 
his/her knowledge, the person is in good health and free from any 
communicable or contagious disease.   

 
D. Health Information Form

 
Parents or guardians of entering students shall complete a health information form 
within fifteen (15) days of receipt unless reasonable extensions are granted by the  
superintendent or a designee.  Upon failure to complete the form within the extended 
time the student will be excluded from school after written notice to the parent or 
guardian stating the effective date of exclusion. 
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E.  Immunization Requirements 
 
 1. Generally
 

a. No person shall be admitted to any school in the division unless at the time 
of admission documentary proof is submitted of successful immunization 
against diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, poliomyelitis, measles 
(rubeola), German measles (rubella), and mumps. 

 
   b. Beginning in the fall 2006, students entering sixth grade must show 

documentation that they have received a booster dose of pertussis-
containing vaccine (Tdap).  The immunization requirement also applies to 
students who are retained in fifth grade but had their last immunization five 
years ago. 

  
 2. Conditional Admission    
 

a. Any person whose immunizations are incomplete may be admitted 
conditionally if that person provides documentary proof at the time of 
enrollment of having received at least one dose of the required 
immunizations accompanied by a schedule for completion of the required 
doses within ninety days.  For the 2006-07 school year, entering sixth 
graders and students retained in the fifth grade who have not obtained the 
Tdap immunization may be enrolled conditionally for 90 days.  After the 90 
days of conditional enrollment the students must be excluded from school 
if they have not obtained the Tdap vaccine.  This conditional enrollment is 
only for the 2006-07 school year. 

. 
  b. The immunization record of each person admitted conditionally shall be 

reviewed periodically until required immunizations have been received. 
 
 c. Any person admitted conditionally and who fails to comply with his/her 

schedule for completion of the required immunizations shall be excluded 
from school until his/her immunizations are resumed. 

 
 3. Exemptions shall apply if the parent or guardian objects thereto because of 

religious tenets or practices or a physician states that the physical condition of 
the person is such that administration of one or more of the required 
immunizing agents would be detrimental to the person's health. 

 
Regulatory Authority:  (See Policy 7-10)
 
Code of Va. § 22.1-1. Definitions. “As used in this title unless the context requires 
otherwise or it is otherwise specifically provided:  
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"Board" or "State Board" means the Board of Education.  

"Division superintendent" means the division superintendent of schools of a school 
division.  

"Elementary" includes kindergarten.  

"Elementary and secondary" and "elementary or secondary" include elementary, middle, 
and high school grades.  

"Governing body" or "local governing body" means the board of supervisors of a county, 
council of a city, or council of a town, responsible for appropriating funds for such 
locality, as the context may require.  

"Middle school" means separate schools for early adolescents and the middle school 
grades that might be housed at elementary or high schools.  

"Parent" or "parents" means any parent, guardian, legal custodian, or other person 
having control or charge of a child.  

"Person of school age" means a person who will have reached his fifth birthday on or 
before September 30 of the school year and who has not reached twenty years of age 
on or before August 1 of the school year.  

"School board" means the school board that governs a school division.”  

(1980, c. 559; 1985, c. 407; 1991, c. 178; 1995, c. 852; 2000, c. 629; 2001, c. 828.)  

Code of Va.  § 22.1-3. Persons to whom public schools shall be free. “The public 
schools in each school division shall be free to each person of school age who resides 
within the school division. Every person of school age shall be deemed to reside in a 
school division:  

1. When the person is living with a natural parent, or a parent by legal adoption;  

2. When the person is living with an individual who is defined as a parent in § 22.1-1, 
not solely for school purposes, pursuant to a Special Power of Attorney executed under 
Title 10, United States Code, § 1044b, by the custodial parent while such custodial 
parent is deployed outside the United States as a member of the Virginia National 
Guard or as a member of the United States Armed Forces;  

3. When the parents of such person are dead and the person is living with a person in 
loco parentis who actually resides within the school division;  

4. When the parents of such person are unable to care for the person and the person is 
living, not solely for school purposes, with another person who resides in the school 
division and is either (i) the court-appointed guardian, or has legal custody, of the 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-1
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person or (ii) acting in loco parentis pursuant to placement of the person for adoption by 
a person or entity authorized to do so under § 63.2-1200;  

5. When the person is living in the school division not solely for school purposes, as an 
emancipated minor; or  

6. When the person living in the school division is a homeless child or youth, as set forth 
in this subdivision, who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. Such 
persons shall include (i) children and youths, including unaccompanied youths who are 
not in the physical custody of their parents, who (a) are sharing the housing of other 
persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or other causes; are living in 
motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate 
accommodations or in emergency, congregate, temporary, or transitional shelters; are 
abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement; (b) are living in an 
institution that provides a temporary residence for the mentally ill or individuals intended 
to be institutionalized; (c) have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private 
place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for 
human beings; or (d) are living in parked cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned 
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and (ii) 
migratory children, as defined in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, 
as amended, who are deemed homeless as they are living in circumstances set forth in 
clause (i) of this subdivision.  

For purposes of clause (i) of subdivision 6, "temporary shelter" means (i) any home, 
single or multi-unit dwelling or housing unit in which persons who are without housing or 
a fixed address receive temporary housing or shelter or (ii) any facility specifically 
designed or approved for the purpose of providing temporary housing or shelter to 
persons who are without permanent housing or a fixed address.  

If a person resides within housing, temporary shelter, or primary nighttime residence as 
described in subdivision 6 that is situated in more than one school division, the person 
shall be deemed to reside in and shall be entitled to attend a public school within either 
school division. However, if a person resides in housing, temporary shelter, or primary 
nighttime residence as described in subdivision 6 that is located in one school division, 
but the property on which such housing, temporary shelter, or primary nighttime 
residence is located lies within more than one school division, such person shall be 
deemed to reside only in the single school division in which the housing, temporary 
shelter, or primary nighttime residence is located. Notwithstanding any such residency 
determination, any person residing in housing, a temporary shelter, or primary nighttime 
residence as described in subdivision 6 that is located in one school division, but the 
property on which such housing, temporary shelter, or primary nighttime residence is 
located lies within more than one school division, shall be deemed to reside in either 
school division, if such person or any sibling of such person residing in the same 
housing or temporary shelter attends, prior to July 1, 1999, or, in the case of a primary 
nighttime residence as described in subdivision 6, prior to July 1, 2000, a school within 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+63.2-1200
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either school division in which the property on which the housing, temporary shelter, or 
primary nighttime residence is located.  

School divisions shall comply with the requirements of the federal McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001, as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
11431 et seq.), to ensure that homeless children and youths shall receive the 
educational services comparable to those offered to other public school students.  

School divisions serving the students identified in subdivision 6 shall coordinate the 
identification and provision of services to such students with relevant local social 
services agencies and other agencies and programs providing services to such 
students, and with other school divisions as may be necessary to resolve interdivisional 
issues.”  

(Code 1950, § 22-218; 1954, c. 638; 1958, c. 628; 1968, c. 178; 1972, c. 245; 1976, cc. 
681, 713; 1978, c. 518; 1980, cc. 559, 576; 1981, cc. 341, 342; 1993, c. 903; 1997, c. 
826; 1999, cc. 368, 988; 2000, cc. 209, 830; 2004, cc. 500, 967.)  

Code of Va.  § 22.1-254. Compulsory attendance required; excuses and waivers; 
alternative education program attendance; exemptions from article.  “A. Except as 
otherwise provided in this article, every parent, guardian, or other person in the 
Commonwealth having control or charge of any child who will have reached the fifth 
birthday on or before September 30 of any school year and who has not passed the 
eighteenth birthday shall, during the period of each year the public schools are in 
session and for the same number of days and hours per day as the public schools, send 
such child to a public school or to a private, denominational or parochial school or have 
such child taught by a tutor or teacher of qualifications prescribed by the Board of 
Education and approved by the division superintendent or provide for home instruction 
of such child as described in § 22.1-254.1.  

As prescribed in the regulations of the Board of Education, the requirements of this 
section may also be satisfied by sending a child to an alternative program of study or 
work/study offered by a public, private, denominational or parochial school or by a 
public or private degree-granting institution of higher education. Further, in the case of 
any five-year-old child who is subject to the provisions of this subsection, the 
requirements of this section may be alternatively satisfied by sending the child to any 
public educational prekindergarten program, including a Head Start program, or in a 
private, denominational or parochial educational prekindergarten program.  

Instruction in the home of a child or children by the parent, guardian or other person 
having control or charge of such child or children shall not be classified or defined as a 
private, denominational or parochial school.  

The requirements of this section shall apply to (i) any child in the custody of the 
Department of Juvenile Justice or the Department of Corrections who has not passed 
his eighteenth birthday and (ii) any child whom the division superintendent has required 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-254.1
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to take a special program of prevention, intervention, or remediation as provided in 
subsection C of § 22.1-253.13:1 and in § 22.1-254.01. However, the requirements of 
this section shall (a) be satisfied for those persons 16 through 18 years of age who are 
housed in adult correctional facilities when such persons are actively pursuing a general 
educational development (GED) certificate but are not enrolled in an individual student 
alternative education plan pursuant to subsection D and (b) not apply to any child who 
has obtained a high school diploma, its equivalent, or a certificate of completion or who 
has otherwise complied with compulsory school attendance requirements as set forth in 
this article.  

B. A school board shall excuse from attendance at school:  

1. Any pupil who, together with his parents, by reason of bona fide religious training or 
belief is conscientiously opposed to attendance at school. For purposes of this 
subdivision, "bona fide religious training or belief" does not include essentially political, 
sociological or philosophical views or a merely personal moral code; and  

2. On the recommendation of the juvenile and domestic relations district court of the 
county or city in which the pupil resides and for such period of time as the court deems 
appropriate, any pupil who, together with his parents, is opposed to attendance at a 
school by reason of concern for such pupil's health, as verified by competent medical 
evidence, or by reason of such pupil's reasonable apprehension for personal safety 
when such concern or apprehension in that pupil's specific case is determined by the 
court, upon consideration of the recommendation of the principal and division 
superintendent, to be justified.  

C. A school board may excuse from attendance at school:  

1. On recommendation of the principal and the division superintendent and with the 
written consent of the parent or guardian, any pupil who the school board determines, in 
accordance with regulations of the Board of Education, cannot benefit from education at 
such school; and  

2. On recommendation of the juvenile and domestic relations district court of the county 
or city in which the pupil resides, any pupil who, in the judgment of such court, cannot 
benefit from education at such school.  

D. Local school boards may allow the requirements of subsection A of this section to be 
met under the following conditions:  

For a student who is at least 16 years of age, there shall be a meeting of the student, 
the student's parents, and the principal or his designee of the school in which the 
student is enrolled in which an individual student alternative education plan shall be 
developed in conformity with guidelines prescribed by the Board, which plan must 
include:  

a. Career guidance counseling;  

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-253.13C1
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-254.01
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b. Mandatory enrollment and attendance in a general educational development 
preparatory program or other alternative education program approved by the local 
school board with attendance requirements that provide for reporting of student 
attendance by the chief administrator of such GED preparatory program or approved 
alternative education program to such principal or his designee;  

c. Counseling on the economic impact of failing to complete high school; and  

d. Procedures for reenrollment to comply with the requirements of subsection A of this 
section.  

A student for whom an individual student alternative education plan has been granted 
pursuant to this subsection and who fails to comply with the conditions of such plan 
shall be in violation of the compulsory school attendance law, and the division 
superintendent or attendance officer of the school division in which such student was 
last enrolled shall seek immediate compliance with the compulsory school attendance 
law as set forth in this article.  

Students enrolled with an individual student alternative education plan shall be counted 
in the average daily membership of the school division.  

E. A school board may, in accordance with the procedures set forth in Article 3 (§ 22.1-
276.01 et seq.) of Chapter 14 of this title and upon a finding that a school-age child has 
been (i) charged with an offense relating to the Commonwealth's laws, or with a 
violation of school board policies, on weapons, alcohol or drugs, or intentional injury to 
another person; (ii) found guilty or not innocent of a crime that resulted in or could have 
resulted in injury to others, or of an offense that is required to be disclosed to the 
superintendent of the school division pursuant to subsection G of § 16.1-260; (iii) 
suspended pursuant to § 22.1-277.05; or (iv) expelled from school attendance pursuant 
to § 22.1-277.06 or § 22.1-277.07 or subsection B of § 22.1-277, require the child to 
attend an alternative education program as provided in § 22.1-209.1:2 or § 22.1-
277.2:1.  

F. Whenever a court orders any pupil into an alternative education program offered in 
the public schools, the local school board of the school division in which the program is 
offered shall determine the appropriate alternative education placement of the pupil, 
regardless of whether the pupil attends the public schools it supervises or resides within 
its school division.  

The juvenile and domestic relations district court of the county or city in which a pupil 
resides or in which charges are pending against a pupil, or any court in which charges 
are pending against a pupil, may require the pupil who has been charged with (i) a 
crime which resulted in or could have resulted in injury to others, (ii) a violation of Article 
1 (§ 18.2-77 et seq.) of Chapter 5 of Title 18.2, or (iii) any offense related to possession 
or distribution of any Schedule I, II, or III controlled substances to attend an alternative 
education program, including, but not limited to, night school, adult education, or any 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-276.01
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-276.01
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+16.1-260
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-277.05
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-277.06
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-277.07
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-277
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-209.1C2
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-277.2C1
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-277.2C1
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+18.2-77
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other education program designed to offer instruction to students for whom the regular 
program of instruction may be inappropriate.  

This subsection shall not be construed to limit the authority of school boards to expel, 
suspend, or exclude students, as provided in §§ 22.1-277.04, 22.1-277.05, 22.1-277.06, 
22.1-277.07, and 22.1-277.2. As used in this subsection, the term "charged" means that 
a petition or warrant has been filed or is pending against a pupil.  

G. Within one calendar month of the opening of school, each school board shall send to 
the parents or guardian of each student enrolled in the division a copy of the 
compulsory school attendance law and the enforcement procedures and policies 
established by the school board.  

H. The provisions of this article shall not apply to:  

1. Children suffering from contagious or infectious diseases while suffering from such 
diseases;  

2. Children whose immunizations against communicable diseases have not been 
completed as provided in § 22.1-271.2;  

3. Children under 10 years of age who live more than two miles from a public school 
unless public transportation is provided within one mile of the place where such children 
live;  

4. Children between the ages of 10 and 17, inclusive, who live more than 2.5 miles from 
a public school unless public transportation is provided within 1.5 miles of the place 
where such children live; and  

5. Children excused pursuant to subsections B and C of this section.  

Further, any child who will not have reached his sixth birthday on or before September 
30 of each school year whose parent or guardian notifies the appropriate school board 
that he does not wish the child to attend school until the following year because the 
child, in the opinion of the parent or guardian, is not mentally, physically or emotionally 
prepared to attend school, may delay the child's attendance for one year.  

The distances specified in subdivisions 3 and 4 of this subsection shall be measured or 
determined from the child's residence to the entrance to the school grounds or to the 
school bus stop nearest the entrance to the residence of such children by the nearest 
practical routes which are usable for walking or riding. Disease shall be established by 
the certificate of a reputable practicing physician in accordance with regulations adopted 
by the Board of Education. “ 

(Code 1950, § 22-275.1; 1952, c. 279; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 72; 1968, c. 178; 1974, c. 
199; 1976, cc. 681, 713; 1978, c. 518; 1980, c. 559; 1984, c. 436; 1989, c. 515; 1990, c. 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-277.04
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-277.05
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-277.06
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-277.07
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-277.2
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-271.2
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797; 1991, c. 295; 1993, c. 903; 1996, cc. 163, 916, 964; 1997, c. 828; 1999, cc. 488, 
552; 2000, c. 184; 2001, cc. 688, 820; 2003, c. 119; 2004, c. 251.)  

Code of Va. § 22.1-270.  Preschool physical examinations.  “A. No pupil shall be 
admitted for the first time to any public kindergarten or elementary school in a school 
division unless such pupil shall furnish, prior to admission, (i) a report from a qualified 
licensed physician, or a licensed nurse practitioner or licensed physician assistant 
acting under the supervision of a licensed physician, of a comprehensive physical 
examination of a scope prescribed by the State Health Commissioner performed within 
the 12 months prior to the date such pupil first enters such public kindergarten or 
elementary school or (ii) records establishing that such pupil furnished such report upon 
prior admission to another school or school division and providing the information 
contained in such report.  

If the pupil is a homeless child or youth as defined in § 22.1-3, and for that reason 
cannot furnish the report or records required by (i) or (ii) of this subsection, and the 
person seeking to enroll the pupil furnishes to the school division an affidavit so stating 
and also indicating that, to the best of his knowledge, such pupil is in good health and 
free from any communicable or contagious disease, the school division shall 
immediately refer the student to the local school division liaison, as described in the 
federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. § 11431 et seq.) (the Act), who shall, as soon as practicable, 
assist in obtaining the necessary physical examination by the county or city health 
department or other clinic or physician's office and shall immediately admit the pupil to 
school, as required by such Act.  

B. The physician, or licensed nurse practitioner or licensed physician assistant acting 
under the supervision of a licensed physician, making a report of a physical examination 
required by this section shall, at the end of such report, summarize the abnormal 
physical findings, if any, and shall specifically state what, if any, conditions are found 
that would identify the child as handicapped.  

C. Such physical examination report shall be placed in the child's health record at the 
school and shall be made available for review by any employee or official of the State 
Department of Health or any local health department at the request of such employee or 
official.  

D. Such physical examination shall not be required of any child whose parent shall 
object on religious grounds and who shows no visual evidence of sickness, provided 
that such parent shall state in writing that, to the best of his knowledge, such child is in 
good health and free from any communicable or contagious disease.  

E. The health departments of all of the counties and cities of the Commonwealth shall 
conduct such physical examinations for medically indigent children without charge upon 
request and may provide such examinations to others on such uniform basis as such 
departments may establish.  

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-3
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F. Parents of entering students shall complete a health information form which shall be 
distributed by the local school divisions. Such forms shall be developed and provided 
jointly by the Department of Education and Department of Health, or developed and 
provided by the school division and approved by the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. Such forms shall be returnable within 15 days of receipt unless reasonable 
extensions have been granted by the superintendent or his designee. Upon failure of 
the parent to complete such form within the extended time, the superintendent may 
send to the parent written notice of the date he intends to exclude the child from school; 
however, no child who is a homeless child or youth as defined in subdivision 6 of § 
22.1-3 shall be excluded from school for such failure to complete such form.”  

(Code 1950, § 22-220.1; 1972, c. 761; 1973, c. 300; 1974, c. 160; 1979, cc. 120, 260; 
1980, c. 559; 1982, c. 510; 1983, c. 195; 1985, c. 334; 2000, cc. 209, 617, 646; 2001, c. 
261; 2004, cc. 500, 967.)  

Code of Va.  § 22.1-271.1. Definitions.  “For the purpose of § 22.1-271.2:  

"Admit" or "admission" means the official enrollment or reenrollment for attendance at 
any grade level, whether full-time or part-time, of any student by any school.  

"Admitting official" means the school principal or his designated representative if a 
public school; if a nonpublic school or child-care center, the principal, headmaster or 
director of the school or center.  

"Documentary proof" means written certification that a student has been immunized, 
such certificate to be on a form provided by the State Department of Health and signed 
by the licensed immunizing physician or an employee of the immunizing local health 
department.  

"Student" means any person who seeks admission to a school, or for whom admission 
to a school is sought by a parent or guardian, and who will not have attained the age of 
20 years by the start of the school term for which admission is sought.  

"Immunized" or "immunization" means initial immunization and any boosters or 
reimmunizations required by § 32.1-46.  

"School" means (i) any public school from kindergarten through grade 12 operated 
under the authority of any locality within the Commonwealth, (ii) any private or religious 
school that offers instruction at any level or grade from kindergarten through grade 
twelve, and (iii) any private or religious nursery school or preschool, or any private or 
religious child-care center required to be licensed by the Commonwealth.”  

(1982, c. 510; 1983, c. 433; 2005, c. 928.)  

Code of Va.  § 22.1-271.2. Immunization requirements.  “A. No student shall be 
admitted by a school unless at the time of admission the student or his parent submits 
documentary proof of immunization to the admitting official of the school or unless the 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-3
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-271.2
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+32.1-46
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student is exempted from immunization pursuant to subsection C or is a homeless child 
or youth as defined in subdivision 6 of § 22.1-3. If a student does not have documentary 
proof of immunization, the school shall notify the student or his parent (i) that it has no 
documentary proof of immunization for the student; (ii) that it may not admit the student 
without proof unless the student is exempted pursuant to subsection C, including any 
homeless child or youth as defined in subdivision 6 of § 22.1-3; (iii) that the student may 
be immunized and receive certification by a licensed physician, registered nurse or an 
employee of a local health department; and (iv) how to contact the local health 
department to learn where and when it performs these services. Neither this 
Commonwealth nor any school or admitting official shall be liable in damages to any 
person for complying with this section.  

Any physician, registered nurse or local health department employee performing 
immunizations shall provide to any person who has been immunized or to his parent, 
upon request, documentary proof of immunizations conforming with the requirements of 
this section.  

B. Any student whose immunizations are incomplete may be admitted conditionally if 
that student provides documentary proof at the time of enrollment of having received at 
least one dose of the required immunizations accompanied by a schedule for 
completion of the required doses within 90 days.  

The immunization record of each student admitted conditionally shall be reviewed 
periodically until the required immunizations have been received.  

Any student admitted conditionally and who fails to comply with his schedule for 
completion of the required immunizations shall be excluded from school until his 
immunizations are resumed.  

C. No certificate of immunization shall be required for the admission to school of any 
student if (i) the student or his parent submits an affidavit to the admitting official stating 
that the administration of immunizing agents conflicts with the student's religious tenets 
or practices; or (ii) the school has written certification from a licensed physician or a 
local health department that one or more of the required immunizations may be 
detrimental to the student's health, indicating the specific nature and probable duration 
of the medical condition or circumstance that contraindicates immunization.  

However, if a student is a homeless child or youth as defined in subdivision 6 of § 22.1-
3 and (a) does not have documentary proof of necessary immunizations or has 
incomplete immunizations and (b) is not exempted from immunization pursuant to 
clauses (i) or (ii) of this subsection, the school division shall immediately admit such 
student and shall immediately refer the student to the local school division liaison, as 
described in the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance 
Improvements Act of 2001, as amended (42 U.S.C. § 11431 et seq.) (the Act), who shall 
assist in obtaining the documentary proof of, or completing, immunization and other 
services required by such Act.  

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-3
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-3
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-3
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-3
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D. The admitting official of a school shall exclude from the school any student for whom 
he does not have documentary proof of immunization or notice of exemption pursuant to 
subsection C, including notice that such student is a homeless child or youth as defined 
in subdivision 6 of § 22.1-3.  

E. Every school shall record each student's immunizations on the school immunization 
record. The school immunization record shall be a standardized form provided by the 
State Department of Health, which shall be a part of the mandatory permanent student 
record. Such record shall be open to inspection by officials of the State Department of 
Health and the local health departments.  

The school immunization record shall be transferred by the school whenever the school 
transfers any student's permanent academic or scholastic records.  

Within 30 calendar days after the beginning of each school year or entrance of a 
student, each admitting official shall file a report with the local health department. The 
report shall be filed on forms prepared by the State Department of Health and shall 
state the number of students admitted to school with documentary proof of 
immunization, the number of students who have been admitted with a medical or 
religious exemption and the number of students who have been conditionally admitted, 
including those students who are homeless children or youths as defined in subdivision 
6 of § 22.1-3.  

F. The requirement for Haemophilus Influenzae Type b immunization as provided in § 
32.1-46 shall not apply to any child admitted to any grade level, kindergarten through 
grade 12.  

G. The Board of Health shall promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of 
this section in congruence with rules and regulations of the Board of Health 
promulgated under § 32.1-46 and in cooperation with the Board of Education.”  

(1982, c. 510; 1983, c. 433; 1988, c. 216; 1989, c. 382; 2000, c. 476; 2004, c. 500.)  

Code of Va.  § 32.1-46. Immunization of patients against certain diseases.  “A. 
(Contingent on 2006 General Appropriation Act) The parent, guardian or person 
standing in loco parentis of each child within this Commonwealth shall cause such child 
to be immunized by vaccine against diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough and 
poliomyelitis before such child attains the age of one year, against Haemophilus 
influenzae type b before he attains the age of 30 months, and against measles 
(rubeola), German measles (rubella) and mumps before such child attains the age of 
two years. All children born on or after January 1, 1994, shall be required to receive 
immunization against hepatitis B before their first birthday. All children shall also be 
required to receive a second dose of measles (rubeola) vaccine in accordance with the 
regulations of the Board. The Board's regulations shall require that all children receive a 
second dose of measles (rubeola) vaccine prior to first entering kindergarten or first 
grade and that all children who have not yet received a second dose of measles 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-3
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-3
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+32.1-46
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+32.1-46
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(rubeola) vaccine receive such second dose prior to entering the sixth grade. All 
children born on or after January 1, 1997, shall be required to receive immunization 
against varicella zoster (chicken pox), not earlier than the age of 12 months. Children 
who have evidence of immunity as demonstrated by laboratory confirmation of immunity 
or a reliable medical history of disease are exempt from such requirement. After July 1, 
2001, all children who have not yet received immunization against hepatitis B shall 
receive such immunization prior to entering sixth grade.  

The parent, guardian or person standing in loco parentis may have such child 
immunized by a physician or registered nurse or may present the child to the 
appropriate local health department, which shall administer the required vaccines 
without charge.  

A. (Contingent on 2006 General Appropriation Act) The parent, guardian or person 
standing in loco parentis of each child within this Commonwealth shall cause such child 
to be immunized by vaccine against diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough and 
poliomyelitis before such child attains the age of one year, against Haemophilus 
influenzae type b before he attains the age of 30 months, and against measles 
(rubeola), German measles (rubella) and mumps before such child attains the age of 
two years. All children born on or after January 1, 1994, shall be required to receive 
immunization against hepatitis B before their first birthday. All children shall also be 
required to receive a second dose of measles (rubeola) and a booster dose of tetanus 
toxoid, reduced diphtheria toxoid, and acellular pertussis (Tdap) vaccine in accordance 
with the regulations of the Board. The Board's regulations shall require that all children 
receive a second dose of measles (rubeola) vaccine prior to first entering kindergarten 
or first grade and that all children who have not yet received a second dose of measles 
(rubeola) vaccine receive such second dose prior to entering the sixth grade. Further, 
the Board's regulations shall require that all children receive a booster dose of Tdap 
vaccine prior to entering the sixth grade if at least five years have elapsed since the last 
dose of tetanus toxoid-containing vaccine. All children born on or after January 1, 1997, 
shall be required to receive immunization against varicella zoster (chicken pox), not 
earlier than the age of 12 months. Children who have evidence of immunity as 
demonstrated by laboratory confirmation of immunity or a reliable medical history of 
disease are exempt from such requirement. After July 1, 2001, all children who have not 
yet received immunization against hepatitis B shall receive such immunization prior to 
entering sixth grade.  

The parent, guardian or person standing in loco parentis may have such child 
immunized by a physician or registered nurse or may present the child to the 
appropriate local health department, which shall administer the required vaccines 
without charge.  

A. (Contingent on 2006 General Appropriation Act) The parent, guardian or person 
standing in loco parentis of each child within this Commonwealth shall cause such child 
to be immunized in accordance with the Immunization Schedule developed and 
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published by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), the American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP), and the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP). The required 
immunizations for attendance at a public or private elementary, middle or secondary 
school, child care center, nursery school, family day care home or developmental center 
shall be those set forth in the State Board of Health Regulations for the Immunization of 
School Children. The Board's regulations shall at a minimum require:  

1. A minimum of three properly spaced doses of hepatitis B vaccine (HepB).  

2. A minimum of three or more properly spaced doses of diphtheria toxoid. One dose 
shall be administered on or after the fourth birthday. A booster dose shall be 
administered prior to entering the sixth grade if at least five years have passed since the 
last dose of diphtheria toxoid.  

3. A minimum of three or more properly spaced doses of tetanus toxoid. One dose shall 
be administered on or after the fourth birthday. A booster dose shall be administered 
prior to entering the sixth grade if at least five years have passed since the last dose of 
tetanus toxoid.  

4. A minimum of three or more properly spaced doses of acellular pertussis vaccine. 
One dose shall be administered on or after the fourth birthday. A booster dose shall be 
administered prior to entry into the sixth grade if at least five years have passed since 
the last dose of pertussis vaccine.  

5. Two or three primary doses of Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) vaccine, 
depending on the manufacturer, for children up to 60 months of age.  

6. Two properly spaced doses of live attenuated measles (rubeola) vaccine. The first 
dose shall be administered at age 12 months or older.  

7. One dose of live attenuated rubella vaccine shall be administered at age 12 months 
or older.  

8. One dose of live attenuated mumps vaccine shall be administered at age 12 months 
or older.  

9. All susceptible children born on and after January 1, 1997, shall be required to have 
one dose of varicella vaccine on or after 12 months.  

10. Three or more properly spaced doses of oral polio vaccine (OPV) or inactivated 
polio vaccine (IPV). One dose shall be administered on or after the fourth birthday. A 
fourth dose shall be required if the three dose primary series consisted of a combination 
of OPV and IPV.  

11. Two to four doses, dependent on age at first dose, of properly spaced 
pneumococcal 7-valent conjugate (PVC) vaccine for children less than two years of age.  
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The parent, guardian or person standing in loco parentis may have such child 
immunized by a physician or registered nurse or may present the child to the 
appropriate local health department, which shall administer the vaccines required by the 
State Board of Health Regulations for the Immunization of School Children without 
charge.  

B. A physician, registered nurse or local health department administering a vaccine 
required by this section shall provide to the person who presents the child for 
immunizations a certificate that shall state the diseases for which the child has been 
immunized, the numbers of doses given, the dates when administered and any further 
immunizations indicated.  

C. The vaccines required by this section shall meet the standards prescribed in, and be 
administered in accordance with, regulations of the Board.  

D. The provisions of this section shall not apply if:  

1. The parent or guardian of the child objects thereto on the grounds that the 
administration of immunizing agents conflicts with his religious tenets or practices, 
unless an emergency or epidemic of disease has been declared by the Board, or  

2. The parent or guardian presents a statement from a physician licensed to practice 
medicine in Virginia, or a licensed nurse practitioner, that states that the physical 
condition of the child is such that the administration of one or more of the required 
immunizing agents would be detrimental to the health of the child.  

E. For the purpose of protecting the public health by ensuring that each child receives 
age-appropriate immunizations, any physician, physician assistant, nurse practitioner, 
licensed institutional health care provider, local or district health department, the Virginia 
Immunization Information System, and the Department of Health may share 
immunization and patient locator information without parental authorization, including, 
but not limited to, the month, day, and year of each administered immunization; the 
patient's name, address, telephone number, birth date, and social security number; and 
the parents' names. The immunization information; the patient's name, address, 
telephone number, birth date, and social security number; and the parents' names shall 
be confidential and shall only be shared for the purposes set out in this subsection.  

F. (Contingent on 2006 General Appropriation Act) The State Board of Health shall 
review this section annually and make recommendations for revision by September 1 to 
the Governor, the General Assembly, and the Joint Commission on Health Care.  

(Code 1950, § 32-57.1; 1968, c. 592; 1972, c. 558; 1979, c. 711; 1980, c. 410; 1989, c. 
382; 1991, c. 133; 1992, cc. 127, 166; 1994, c. 62; 1995, cc. 729, 742; 1996, cc. 67, 
533; 1999, cc. 632, 676, 738; 2000, c. 476; 2004, c. 855; 2005, cc. 643, 684; 2006, cc. 
364, 396, 716.)  
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